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“Heaviside’s life was in
some respects a great trag-
edy, but he emerges from it
a man of tremendous intel-
lectual stature..

—Willis Jackson NATURE

Oliver Heaviside was a
highly complex man;, with
some rather rough edges.
Often, he was an uncivil,
insensitive, boorish individ-
ual. But he was also a non-
degreed mathematical
physicist of the first rank
and an electrical engineer
with amazing powers of an-
alytic and physical insight.
His pioneering work helped
lay the foundations of mod-
ern electricial theory, and
his distortionless circuit
theory continues to this day
to be of vital interest.
Until Paul J. Nahin’s in-
depth historical treatment

of both the personal and

technical aspects of Heavi-
side’s life, this genius’ con-
tributions to engineering,
mathematics and science
have remained in the shad-
ows of such better known
men as Kelvin, Rayleigh,
Lodge and Poynting.

Writing in an informal
manner, the author had as
his primary concern the
presentation of Heaviside’s
story in a nontrivial yet in-
teresting way to ‘‘those who
understand mathematics at
the level of the first two
years of college...whodon’t
faint at the sight of a square

~ root.” Engineers, mathema-
ticians, scientists and his-
torians alike will find this

book to be an invaluable ac-

count, of late 19th-century
electrical physics—and a
“great read” besides!

Author Paul Nahin is an
Associate Professor in the
Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department
at the University of New
Hampshire. His science
fiction ‘short-stories have
appeared in Analog,
Omni, and Twilight Zone
magazines, plus several
anthologies.

* Over 70 photos
and figures

* 344 pages,
hardcover

e List price $57.95

¢ IEEE Member
price $43.45

e Order No. PC02279

€ Fress

To order, send check (payable to IEEE) to:
IEEE Service Center, 445 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box 1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855 1331.

Be sure to include title and order number.

N.J. residents add 6% sales tax. Add following postage and handling charges to all orders: orders totaling $1.00 to $50. OO add $4.00;
$50.01 to $75.00, add $5.00; $75.01 t0-$100.00, add $6.00; $100.00 to $200.00, add $8.00; over $200.00, add $15.00.




